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By PHILIP TAUBMAN ™
Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, April 26 — John N.
McMahon, who was chosen today by Presi-.
dent Reagan to succeed Adm. Bobby R.|
inman as Deputy Director of Central Intelli-
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C LA. Expert for Inman Pos

John Norman McMahon

gence, probably knows more about the opera-

tions ot the Central Intelligence Agency than

“Mr. McMahon. acquired ms experience in ]
| some difficult times at the C.I.A. Early in

anyoneelsein Government. -} 1g78 "he was named to head the-clandestine
Man Mln a 31-?& mm:nr:;alhg + | services, officially called the Directorate of
inthe mt 0 8 falists, | Operations, after the dismissal of hundreds of -
N among intelligence specialists,. officials by the Director,. Adm. Stansfield '

holding senior management posts
in all major divisions of the agen- |
cy, mcluding stints as head of operatxons and
chief of analysis. - i
That versatility, aocording to Congressional
and intelligence officials, is likely to be both-
anasset and a liability for Mr. McMahon as he
takes gver the nation’s second most important
intelligence job. His nomination is sub]ect to
Senate confirmation. .
. It will be an asset, they said, becauseMr -
McMahon is eqmpped to supervise all facets
of American intelligence collection and analy- .
sis and has the expertise to reassure Congress
that intelligence operatiom are being xnan-
aged well.

“Team Playenndlmmemn' .

Asamult,theSenateSelectComnutteeon g. Agency. toWork U-ZS Plane
Intelligence, which has had a strained rela- . . Assigned on W
tionship with Willtam J. Casey, the Directorof : John Norman McMahon was born July 3,
Central Intelligence, and has made no secret 1929, in East Norwalk, Conn. He began his ca-
of its preference for dealing with Admiral ‘- reer at the C.LA. in 1951 after graduating
Inman, is expected to move quickly to ap- from Holy Cross College in Massachusetts.
prove Mr. McMahon's appointment. Al‘t:i' sacl tour ofhduty overseas — the C.I.A. will |

His versatility, however, could prove tobe a ‘not ose where — he returned to headquar- |

Jiability, the officials said, because it has left - 57 in 1959 and was assigned to work on the-
him without the independent standing neces. - Secret U-2spyplane program. 7
sary to be an etfective advocate within the %ﬁclg 011955 he be;g]‘:c‘gp‘;%gf:ucg;g:s ggf &f' ‘
dministra special’ e
Re:tsgan A non tor policies he. sup- ;U-2 program;In 1971 he was named director.:
For Johnisa oonsummate team player and in- ‘of the Office of Electronic Intelligence, and he -

side man,"’ said a former intelligence official.
“‘The price for that is that John lacks an out-
side constituency and the clout that goes with
lt ”»

He is Xnown best in the intelligence com-
munity for his management skills. .

‘“He’s a very good manager, and people hke
working with him,” said Richard Helms, a
formerdlrectorof theC.LA.. - ;

‘Turner. Mr. Helms and others said that Mr.
McMahon moved quickly to ratore morale
and start rebuilding the division.
- Later, when he became deputy dxrector for ! i
intelligence, Mr. McMahon started a. major *
tion of that division, creating a sys-
tem of regional offices with responsibility for
analyzing intelligence data for specific areas

ica. a

Inhis current ]Ob as executive dxrector, Mr.
McMahon has been responsible for the day-to- -
day management of the agency. Unlike the

gence, he has had no authority over the opera- 4
| tions of other intelligence units such as the Na-
tional Security Agency or the Defense Intelli- 1

......

fice, which handles the design and manufac<)
.ture of specialized intelligence equipment. + }
1* Before becoming director of operations, he:,
“also helped run the administrative division of
the C.L.A. and the office that handles liaison , 1
‘with other intelligence agencies: . -

* In a profession in which specialized knowl-
edge is highiy valued, Mr. McMahon’s wide- |
¥ ¢ Tanging career is eonsxdered almost unique.
PanelSeaNeedforExpedence '3 1 Associates said he survived and prospered

*. _»! through numerous changes of. command

Mr. McMahon whom a trlend described as
having a face that “has the map of Ireland ];:lr_‘t‘l)]rrsbecause he was always loyal to his su-
rangj

written all over it,” is reputed tohave a finely " g i<’ martied and has four chxldren
tuned sense of humor that he often, usa 10 inginage trom 17t028. 4
leaven tedious intelligence briefings.

Former intelligence officials who have ]
worked with him say he likes to immerse him- -
seilf in details and work long hours, including
most weekends, , B i

Several mernbers of the Senate mtelligence
committee, after Mr. Inman’s resignation -
.was announced last week, said they thought it i
was essential for the White House to select an.
experienced intelligence. officer as his re- :
placement because Mr. Casey’s work in intel.:
ligence before his appointment last year was -
restricted to service inWorld Warll,- -~ j

such as the Soviet Union and Central Amer-

Director or Deputy Director of Central Intelli- -

moved on to head the technical services of- |

" Little Is Known About His Posltlons
His polxcy and political positions are not

govern the activities of intelligence agencies, |

he reportedly supported Admiral Inman’s
position that it would be a mistake to remove

' the restrictions on domestic intelligence gath- .
ering imposed by Presidents Ford and Carter. ,
-Because he moved so quickly-from job to.

job Mr. McMahon did not have a chance to
-build a foundation of loyal support in any of

theC.I:A’s dmsxons former mtelligence ofﬁ-.’

"cials said.

chance to develop a reputation outside the in-
- telligence community. That could handncap

" him in policy debates, they said, because he is

not well knownin the Wmte House. _
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‘In addition, t.hey saxd he did not have a.
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NO. 2 AT C.LA.: John McMabon s
to succeed Adm. Bobby Inman.
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